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future of agriculture





GENERATIONAL RENEWAL

Including for the livestock sector



Challenges to young farmers2

What policy recommendations?3

1 The issue of generational renewal



of EU farmers below the age of 35 years old in 2020 (Eurostat).
 11,9% under the age of 40.6,5% 



Barriers to entrepreneurship 

A generation full of ideas, 
projects, and aspirations 

Specific barriers to 
entrepreneurship 

A limited and competed 
attractiveness An intergenerational issue 

A societal issue

Interactions with 
stakeholders



2.Challenges to generational renewal

Difficult access to entrepreneurship

• Access to credit

• Increasing production costs vs. prices

• Access to land

• Innovation, education, knowledge and skills

• Risk management (animal diseases)

• Income, value distribution

• Value chain approach, interaction with external partners (e.g., lack of 

vets in certain areas).

• Attractiveness of rural areas

• Mental health, wellbeing, work-life balance



2.Challenges to generational renewal

Difficult access to entrepreneurship

• Lack policy direction (licence to produce, to install buildings, trade…)

• Labour shortages

• Complex biosecurity measures

• […]



3. Giving real prospects to the 

younger generation

Entrepreneurship; access to land; access to credit; 
work-life balance; rural areas, knowledge…

• Specific support for young farmers (CAP; Strategy for generational 
renewal…)

• Ensuring a positive, inclusive and fact-based perception of livestock 
sectors, impacting individual projects, willingness of financial actors…

• Stabilise income and manage risks, specific reflection for livestock (e.g. 
market volatility; the increasing problems with animal diseases…)

• Farm structure and value chain organisations

• Enhanced educational efforts 

• Reflections on concrete improvements to quality of life (farm relief..)

• Coherent trade policy



A vision for the future of livestock farming must



Embraces the technical complexity of livestock farming

Food security and diets 

Biodiversity 

Soil restoration 

Fertilisation 

Intercrops management & valorisation 

Co-products valorisation 

Climate change 

Water

Cultural heritage 

Landscapes preservation and rural 
development 

Livestock diversity

Energy production 

Externalities: understanding 

of its role for…

Different market demands for different 
production systems

Animal welfare vs. Emissions?

Optimised feed to reduce nitrogen losses in 
manure but involve imported feed crops 

(e.g., soy), 

Trade-offs between and 

diverging objectives
Constructive consideration of 

key challenges

Greenhouse gas emissions

Nature, biodiversity, and use of natural resources

Animal health

Animal welfare

Different signals and uncertainties for 

young farmers when they start they 

career, make choices



The diversity of challenges across sectors, systems and territories



Sectorial analysis of 
generational renewal in precise 

sectors?
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