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Complicated - especially in a global context



World Animal Protection
• We are global
◦ We have consultative status at the Council of Europe and collaborate with national governments, the 

United Nations, the Food and Agriculture Organisation, and the World Organisation for Animal Health 

◦ The International office is in London

◦ CEO Tricia Croasdell

◦ 12 Country offices around the world

• We are local
◦ Offices in Africa, Australia & New Zealand, Brazil, Canada, China, Denmark, India, Netherlands, 

Sweden, Thailand, UK, US

◦ Working on the ground with local partners for greatest effect, we are active in more than 50 countries. 

• Member of
◦ Eurogroup for Animals

◦ Open Wing Alliance

◦ World Federation for Animals
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Animals are sentient beings
(article 13 in EU-treaty)
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Animal 
Welfare – The 
5 Domains
1. 1. Nutrition

2. 2. Physical environment

3. 3. Health

4. 4. Behavioural interactions

5. 5. Mental state
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World Animal Protection
strategic vision

Goal 1
Ensure farmed animals live

good lives by transforming the
global food system

Goal 2
Stop wild animals being

cruelly exploited as commodities
by changing the systems that

allow this

The goals are connected 
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Transforming the global Food system

Changing the system not Closing 

More plant based and less animal based production and consumption

Better Animal Welfare
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Transforming 
the global 
Food system

• Slow(er) growing breeds

• More space (lower stocking density)

• No Thinning

• Smaller flocks 

• Access to free-range areas

• Veranda or wintergardens

• Daylight

• Enrichment such as perches and pecking 
substrates

• Shorter transport

• Better stunning

• …..

For Broiler production
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Transforming 
the global 
Food system

Examples of Animal Welfare indicators

◦ Feed and water intake

◦ Growth 

◦ Mortality rates

◦ Use of antibiotics

◦ Activity and natural behaviours

◦ Walking abilities and Leg health (Gait score)

◦ Contact dermatitis

◦ Cardiovascular Diseases

◦ Breast Muscle Myopathies

◦ …..

 

For Broiler production

Animal welfare

indicators
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Science based evidence



Broiler 
production 
and the 5 
Domains

Examples of Negative Conditions

◦ Restricted intake of food and water 

◦ Hunger and Thirst

◦ Lack of space, Thermal extremes 

◦ Disturbances and lack of syncronization

◦ Chilling or overheating

◦ Physical injury, Poor physical fitness

◦ Pain

◦ Weakness and exhaustion

◦ Barren environment, Other Animals

◦ Boredom and frustration

◦ Fear and aggression

 

1. 1. Nutrition

2. 2. Physical environment

3. 3. Health

4. 4. Behavioural interactions

5. 5. Mental state
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Broiler 
production 
and the 5 
Domains

Examples of Positive Conditions

◦ Drink sufficient water, eat correct quantity of food

◦ Comfort and satisfaction

◦ Pleasure of food tasting

◦ Space for locomotion, shelter and shade 

◦ Physical and Thermal comfort

◦ Activity and resting

◦ Absence of injury and diseases, Physical fit

◦ Comfort and good health & functional capacity

◦ Vitality of fitness

◦ The environment, Other Animals

◦ Calmness, Interested

◦ Confidence and pleasure

 

1. 1. Nutrition

2. 2. Physical environment

3. 3. Health

4. 4. Behavioural interactions

5. 5. Mental state
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What about the competitiveness?

• High productivity and feed efficiency

• Very standardized

• Fast growing broiler chickens 

• Stocking densitites between 39-42 kg/m2

• Large flocks (socalled Mega Farms)

• Low CO2 footprint
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Broiler production today :



What about the competitiveness?

• Is there a limit to how fast a chicken can grow

– and what are the consequences for animal

welfare ?

• Is it even possible to compete with broiler 

production with lower standards (both within

EU and outside EU)

• Is higher production and efficiency the right 

strategy for broiler production in EU?

• What happens if focus changes from quantity

to quality?

• Is animal welfare a part of sustainability? 
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The way 
forward for 
broiler 
production in 
EU

Different strategies:

1. 1. Legislation

2. 2. Consumer driven

3. 3. CAP (Common 

Agricultural policy 2027)
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The way 
forward for  
broiler 
production in 
EU

1
◦ EU legislation –setting the minimum standards

◦ Revision of the Broiler Directive

◦ Focus on implementation and enforcement

◦ No imports of chicken products below EU 
standards – to safeguard fair competition and 
avoid dumping of bad animal welfare

◦ Avoid Trade agreements jeopardizing EU 
standards (and wild animals and their habitats) 
Focus on Reporting and Transparency

Different strategies:

1. 1. Legislation

2. 2. Consumer driven

3. 3. CAP (Common 

Agricultural policy 2027)
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The way 
forward for 
broiler 
production in 
EU

2
◦ Market driven changes

◦ Acceptance of higher prices

◦ Higher standards for Animal Welfare

◦ Labelling 

◦ Mandatory method of production labelling 

◦ Organic, Free range, Animal Welfare

◦ More Information to consumers

◦ Transparency 

◦ Public procurement

◦ Collaboration between all stakeholders in the supply 
change

◦ …..

Different strategies:

1. 1. Legislation

2. 2. Consumer driven

3. 3. CAP
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The way 
forward for 
broiler 
production in 
EU

3
◦ Common Agricultural Policy – new from 2028

◦ Support sustainability

◦ Climate

◦ Biodiversity

◦ Animal welfare

◦ Clean drinking water

◦ …

◦ Innovation and development

◦ Public goods

◦ Licence to produce

Different strategies:

1. 1. Legislation

2. 2. Consumer driven

3. 3. CAP
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Broiler production and sustainability

• Dilemma between low CO2 footprint and high animal welfare

• Animal welfare should be integrated in the concept of sustainability

• Methods for quantification of Animal welfare 

• Develop scales that allow comparison of production/products

◦ Units ? Kg meat/protein/calories

◦ 100 broiler chickens contra 1 cow ? 
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The European Poultry Sector
Competitiveness in a global context
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Yes, it is complicated - especially in a global 

context - however also a lot of potential for 

development and progress within EU

The way forward depends on dialog and collaboration  



Thank you for the attention
- and time for questions
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PernilleFraas@worldanimalprotection.dk
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